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South Campus, admins clash over food court

TAYLOR HARRISON

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

South Campus faculty, students and
staff are not happy about the closing
of their food court this semester — and
they aren’t keeping quiet about it.
Gary Meszaros, assistant vice president for Auxiliary Services, went to
South Campus Wednesday for a forum
on the issue. One point Meszaros made
was that when the food court was open,
the school actually lost money, so they
had to make a business decision.
“The university’s responsible — it’s
not ARAMARK,” he said. “I wouldn’t
blame ARAMARK for any of this stuff.
ARAMARK comes to us and we have to
approve or disapprove.”
In the 2012 fiscal year, it cost $196,072

to run the South Campus food court,
including the costs of food and labor.
The food court earned $112,151, resulting in a loss of almost $65,000 by the
university.
In the past three fiscal years, only one
month, November 2011, earned a profit
for the university — $4,249.06.
Meszaros said Auxiliary Services can’t
pay to keep the food court open in “this
drastic of a way.”
He said currently, a lot of the Auxiliary
Services’ budget goes toward Downing
University Center renovations.
“We take the money that we make— I
don’t get to keep it, I don’t get a bonus
— and we reinvest it in the university,
helping mainly now the student center,
the new Downing Center,” he said.
He said back when the food court was

COMBINED OVER LAST 3 YEARS

$570,539.39
$379,154.16
SALES
(total made)

EXPENSE
(food,labor,
directs)

first brought to South Campus, there
was not enough research done. The office didn’t check to see if South Campus
students were actually on campus to
SEE SOUTH CAMPUS PAGE 2
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Louisville freshman Sawyer Smith carries the roof of the Minton and McCormack halls team shelter as they complete the structure for the
22nd annual Shantytown on South Lawn Wednesday. AUSTIN ANTHONY/HERALD

Hope for the Homeless
Forum aims to help
homeless

Changes to Shantytown
help educate students

PLANET QUEST
EXPLORES NEW
PLANETS
PAGE 6

SERVICE 3G

4:05 PM

KAYLA SWANSON

TAYLOR HARRISON

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Paducah junior Mary Riley spent Wednesday night learning she can’t build a house.
“I wasn’t prepared for this, so I don’t know how other people do it at all,” she said.
Riley and her sisters from Omega Phi Alpha sorority were
paired with students from Pearce Ford Tower during the
22nd annual Shantytown, an event that simulates homelessness by challenging students to build shanties with
cardboard boxes.
Housing and Residence Life sponsored Shantytown, and
groups including Habitat for Humanity, Feel Good, and
HRL’s Social Justice Committee helped plan the event.
Shantytown is usually held in early October, but Nikki
Eversole, assistant residence hall director for McCormack
Hall, said the date was moved this year to coincide with
Hunger and Homelessness Awareness week.
Eversole said because it was moved to later in the semester, the weather was too cold for students to stay overnight
in their shanties.
This year’s event featured several changes, including new
rules for building the shanties.
Students weren’t allowed to bring their own cardboard
like they had in the past, Eversole said.
“We felt like by making that change, it was more beneficial to the student in the education aspect, making them
work with what they have because sometimes homeless
people don’t even have cardboard boxes,” she said.

The South Central Kentucky Coalition on Homelessness
hosted a forum Tuesday on ways to prevent homelessness.
The coalition doesn’t just talk about ways to help the
community. They actively do it.
A woman who needed a place to stay recently contacted
Leah Ashwill, the director of the ALIVE Center for Community Partnerships. She had heard Ashwill talking about
the homelessness forum on the radio.
“Those are the types of moments that make you very
glad to be doing what you do for a living in the realm of
social services,” Ashwill said.
Ashwill said this woman left her boyfriend of eight years
while he was asleep.
“When she called she was just like, ‘Well I guess I’m
homeless,’” Ashwill said. “And she’s now staying at a shelter and getting the resources she needs. That’s what it’s all
about. Those phone calls make you feel like, you know,
you’re making a difference.”
The woman, who is staying with the Barren River Area
Safe Space, wishes to stay anonymous for safety reasons.
She said when she heard Ashwill on the radio, she was
living in her car. Now she is searching for an apartment.
“There’s a lot of places here that are very helpful and
that’s willing to help, but only on Tuesdays and Thursdays,” she said. “Well, if you’re hungry on Monday, what’s
Tuesday and Thursday going to do?”
During the forum, Bill Waltrip, a Bowling Green city
SEE FORUM PAGE 2

SEE SHANTYTOWN PAGE 2
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It’s kickoff time at Smith Stadium, and the pressure to deliver
a strong punt down the field
rides on Jesse Roy.
The Charlotte, N.C., sophomore said the only thing he can
hear is his foot hitting the ball
because he is so focused.
“Kicking the ball creates a
sense of accomplishment,”
Jesse said. “Being on the field
is a special feeling, because
you know everyone is watching

you. You’re doing what you do
best.”
Jesse has been playing football for six years, the last two
being on WKU’s football team
as a place kicker/punter. But he
got his start playing backyard
football as a kid.
“In order to kick off, we would
kick the ball using a shoe as a
tee,” he said. “As we started getting older, I realized that I was
decent at it and could go somewhere with it.”
His sister Hannah Roy, a senior at
SEE KICKER PAGE 2

Charlotte, N.C , sophomore Jesse Roy is a kicker on WKU's
football team. “I knew my senior year of high school that
if I wanted to kick in college I had to send my stuff out
there,” Roy said. IAN MAULE/HERALD
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Crime reports

HOPE FOR THE HOMELESS
SHANTYTOWN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Zuri Thurman, coordinator for
Rhodes Harlin Hall, said students
were randomly placed into neighborhoods to build the shanties,
instead of with the group they
came with, to help create unity
among the groups.
Once the shanties were finished, they were judged on durability and other factors.
Next was a hunger banquet,
where students were given a
numbered ticket that corresponded to a certain amount of
food. Some tickets led to smaller

FORUM

amounts of food being given to
more students to illustrate the
number of people who survive
on such a small amount, Eversole
said.
“Students don’t know that going in, so it’s another one of those
learning experiences,” she said.
WKU’s Habitat for Humanity helped organize a march for
poverty and a candlelight vigil for
those who live and die in poverty.
Tell City, Ind., junior Mariah
Stiles, president of Habitat for
Humanity, said Shantytown raises awareness about poverty and
substandard housing.
“Students need to be aware it’s
not just living under a bridge in
raggedy clothes,” Stiles said. “It’s

community,”
Waltrip
said. “I don’t know that
CONTINUED FROM FRONT any one of us in this
room would probably
commissioner, read a disagree with that. But
proclamation declaring I also have to tell you,
this week Hunger and we can do better in this
Homelessness Aware- area.”
ness Week. Waltrip said
Dick Freed, chairpercity government could son of the coalition,
do more to help with the discussed the coalition’s
coalition’s mission.
goals before the forum
“We live in a very nice broke up into separate

SOUTH CAMPUS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

purchase food or whether they
would purchase food at all, he
said.
“That’s the part I think we
didn’t do enough homework on,”
Meszaros said.
Currently, there are sandwiches
and burgers offered in the bookstore but there were many complaints about them voiced during the meeting. Students said
the food and service are not good
and the bookstore isn’t open long
enough for them to utilize it.
LeMegan Nader, a Learning Assistance Center tutor, said she’s
heard personal stories from students who have had rough pasts
and expected more at WKU. One
student Nader mentioned is taking classes at South Campus because she needs developmental
classes.
“She’s come a long way and she
got here this semester, and it is

people that they see everyday
walking on campus.”
Hackensack, N.J., freshman
Matt Liso said Shantytown helped
him step into someone else’s
shoes and learn about homelessness.
“It’s not all fun and games,” Liso
said. “Some people really have to
work hard to just get by.”
Eversole said she hopes students who came to Shantytown
will look at what they have and be
thankful for it.
“A lot of us take for granted that
we’re so privileged, and we don’t
realize that there are even a number of homeless people here in
Bowling Green,” she said.

discussion groups. He
said their main vision
is to have a centralized
resource for homeless
people and families
within the community
who need help.
Freed said to help prevent homelessness, it’s
important to look at the
root causes, such as job
training issues, mental or
physical health problems

a slap in the face,” Nader said.
“You’re not good enough to have
what they have on main campus.
I’m not sitting here for me…I’m
here for students like her. It’s a bit
of a discrimination against developmental students.”
Another student on South Campus, Owensboro freshman Benjamin Spurrier, feels undervalued
by the lack of good food options
available to him.
“The whole closing of the food
court, it’s made me feel like I’m not
important at all to the university,”
Spurrier said. “That whole business, it really makes you feel less
human.”
Spurrier said being treated that
way has made him consider transferring to another university, despite how much loves his classes
and teachers at South Campus.
Patti Minter, faculty regent, was
also in attendance, though she
said it's not an issue being addressed by the Board of Regents.
Minter said it could be a retention
issue, because most students who
leave WKU leave for reasons out-

and substance abuse.
“The
majority
of
people who are homeless are homeless either
because they’ve made
some bad choices or because they’ve been overwhelmed by things that
are out of their control,”
Freed said. “A lot of the
time, it’s a combination
of the two. And so you
try to help people on
both sides of that.”

side the classroom.
“South Campus is terribly important to our overall numbers,
our retention,” Minter said.
Minter said because of the meeting, she thinks the people from
Auxiliary Services understand the
issue better.
“I appreciate that our colleagues
at South Campus were very open
about how they feel and how angry and undervalued this has
made them feel,” Minter said.
Minter also said she hopes the
everyone can work together toward a practical solution and said
she hopes for a follow up.
“I think there were a lot of good
ideas that came out today,” Minter
said.
Meszaros said he thinks ARAMARK will be able to come up
with a solution along with Auxiliary Services. The hope is to find a
solution for the spring semester.
“I got to hear you know, from the
source, what the issues were and
some of them are easily solvable,"
Meszaros said."Some of them are
going to take a little time.”

Reports
• Police cited freshman
Timothy Washington Jr.,
Pearce Ford Tower, for
possession of marijuana
on Nov. 15.
•
Freshman
Alex
Hawkins, Barnes Campbell Hall, reported his
backpack and iPad stolen from the Bates Runner Hall Subway on Nov.
13. The value of the stolen property is estimated at $500.
• Freshman Lakesha
Sharia Jones, Zacharias Hall, reported three
clothing items stolen
from her room on Nov.

KICKER

13. The value of the stolen property is estimated at $145.
• Freshmen Matthew
Bullock and Evan Mingle, McCormack Hall,
reported their scooters stolen while eating
in Downing University
Center on Nov. 13. The
value of the stolen property is estimated at $200.
Arrests
• Police arrested freshman Larry W. Thomas
Jr., PFT, for trafficking
a controlled substance
and possession of drug
paraphernalia on Nov.
15.

a redeeming factor
for him since he had
CONTINUED FROM FRONT missed a short kick in
the fourth quarter.
Another memorable
at Appalachian State
University in North moment for the place
Carolina, said Jesse has kicker was a big hit on
always played sports, a kickoff during a game
including soccer and against Troy.
“The hit was my fahockey.
He played football at vorite because no one
Charlotte Catholic High realized it was me unSchool, which Hannah til I stood up,” he said.
said was very focused “It got everyone on the
sideline fired up to see
on football.
“Every Friday night we the kicker making a big
were at the games, even hit.”
This season, he’s
in middle school,” she
served as backup kicker
said.
Hannah said her to Murray freshman
Schwettman.
brother has been good Garrett
at every sport he has The kickers share jersey
number 56.
tried.
“None of us will be
“Once he decided
football, my dad nailed on the field at the same
two boards to the swing time, so it won’t matter
set so he could stand by if we share a number,”
the house to practice Jesse said.
One of his favorite mokicking,” she said.
His hard work paid off ments off the field was a
during the 2011 football team dodgeball tournaseason. He kicked off a ment and cookout over
total of 47 times, aver- the summer. He is also
aging 58 yards per kick, concentrating on earnaccording to the WKU ing his civil engineering
degree.
Sports website.
Until graduation, Jesse
Jesse said he loves
kicking when there’s a plans to keep kicking for
the win.
tie between teams.
“There’s nothing bet“The first moment was
ter
than stepping on the
last year when I kicked
the game winner in field on game day,” he
overtime at Louisiana- said. “It feels good when
Monroe,” Jesse said. “It you watch the ball come
was the first time I’ve down, you listen to the
crowd react, and you
ever done that.”
He said the win was know you kicked a good
ball.”
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WKU graduate-level
work on the rise
TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

While the number of
full-time students has
decreased, the amount
of scholarly work has
gone up.
Kelly Madole, interim
dean of Graduate Studies and Research, said in
the 2011-2012 academic
year, there were 117 dissertations and theses, an
increase of 30 from the
previous year.
“I think what you have
when you have students
doing theses and dissertations is they’re not just
learning a body of work,”
Madole said. “They are
creating new information. They’re creating
some new knowledge
that wasn’t there before.”
She said one reason for
the increase is because
graduate study is being
pushed more at WKU.
“I think that particular

departments, particularly in Ogden but to some
extent in some other colleges like Potter as well,
have put an increased
emphasis on students
doing the kind of work
that leads up to a thesis,”
she said.
Madole said another
reason for the increase
is due to university programs to help fund their
research.
Although this is a university-wide increase, the
way research and dissertations are done is different throughout the multiple colleges at WKU.
“It varies a lot across
disciplines,” she said. “In
the sciences, it’s likely to
be based on laboratory
work.”
Cathleen Webb, department head of chemistry
and associate dean for
research of Ogden College, said the college is
encouraging their stu-

dents to move forward
with research, but also
to publish papers with
faculty members and get
their research out to the
public.
“Research doesn’t do
much if you’re the only
one who knows what the
results are,” Webb said.
Webb said most research should lead to a
publication.
“This is how you communicate what you’re
doing to the general public,” Webb said. “We are
trying to get our students
to really think about how
to communicate their research results to not just
a narrow group of scientists and engineers, but
to communicate to the
general public.”
Madole said it’s not
necessarily about having more students — it’s
about current WKU students doing more research.

Full-time enrollment falls
SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

While total enrollment numbers have
been steadily increasing for WKU, the
number of full-time students enrolled
has continued to decline.
The number decreased by 66 students
from 16,943 in fall 2011 to 16,877 in fall
2012, according to the enrollment report. Full-time enrollment peaked at
17,000 in fall 2010 and has continued to
decrease each year, despite total enrollment increasing.
President Gary Ransdell said the loss
isn’t alarming but is definitely a “signal”
the university is tracking.
“I think the economy has affected two
things: the number of students who
show up knowing they’re not going to
be able to pay the bill, and the number
of students who choose not to show
up,” Ransdell said. “The irony is as the
economy gets better, we may find some
people that would choose not to come
because they may feel like getting a
college degree isn’t that important because they can get a job without one.”
Ransdell said lower retention isn’t
specific to WKU, and is affecting universities around the nation.
Brian Meredith, associate vice president of Enrollment Management, said
he also thinks the economy plays a big
role in whether students continue with
college or move on to a job.
“I think a few of the students are
choosing two-year alternatives, and
some are having to work,” he said. “It’s
not completely scientific, but it’s a trend

I’m seeing as I’m talking with students.”
Meredith said as the economy rebounds, he predicts the number of fulltime students at WKU will decrease and
then level off.
Jessica Staten, assistant director of
the Academic Advising and Retention
Center, said retention drops can also be
attributed to new federal government
regulations on financial aid.
“While the previous guidelines allowed for more students to be retained
it did not assist in increasing the graduation rates of many institutions,” Staten said in an email. “There are always
non-academic factors which prohibit
students from persisting to graduation.
However, I attribute the recent decline
to the changes in the financial aid regulations.”
Meredith said these factors have challenged the recently formed Retention
Task Force, created to help enrollment
at WKU.
“The challenge is out there for the Retention Task Force to be creative,” Meredith said. “Everything is on the table .”
Sharon Hunter, coordinator for developmental education with Enrollment
Management, said data analysis is another crucial part of developing retention strategies.
“Once we get that data (fall 2012
numbers), we’ll be able to figure out
which students didn’t come back, what
that non-returning student looked like,
if there were programmatic changes
that need to be made. All of that is data
driven. We don’t want to assume anything,” Hunter said.

NEWS BRIEF: COMMONS AREA IN
CRAVENS TO OPEN JAN. 22

Renovations to the
fourth floor of Cravens
Graduate Center and Library are on schedule,
Connie Foster, interim
dean of Libraries, said.
“What we call construction, in terms of walls,
squaring off the pillars,
creating the areas for circulation and the service
point are just about finished,” Foster said.
The process to transform the fourth floor into
a Commons Area began
in October and will be
complete at the start of
the spring semester.
The Commons will feature flexible seating, two
print release stations, a
copier, two email kiosks,

28 computers, an IT support desk, Writing Center
tutors, Circulation Services and Reference Services.
Foster said in the next
two weeks, rubber tiles
and carpeting will be installed in a section at a
time.
The only disruption to
students will come with
the temporary closing of
the walkway between the
first floor of Helm Library
and the fourth floor of
Cravens, possibly next
week, Foster said.
Students can access
floors five through nine
of Cravens through the
second floor of Helm
near periodicals.

“We really anticipate
minimal disruption in
the traffic flow,” Foster
said.
Foster said she anticipates circulation services
will be reopened on Jan.
7 with the Commons
Area opening on Jan. 22.
She said she is grateful
for the patience library
patrons have shown.
“I don’t think I’ve had
anybody complain, so
that means a lot,” she
said. “Hopefully, we understand it’s for a good
end result that the students will benefit from
tremendously.”
- Kayla Swanson

Correction
Due to a Herald error, David Angle
was misquoted in a story for Tuesday,
Nov. 13.
Angle restored the Army’s Vulcan
weapon on a modern Cobra helicopter gunship, which he likened to
a Gatling gun. The Herald regrets the

error.
The College Heights Herald corrects
all confirmed errors that are brought
to reporters’ or editors’ attention.
Please call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to
report a correction, or email us at editor@wkuherald.com.
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Slight of hand

Lexington freshman Lexus Miller (right), laughs as Lexington sophomore Brice Harney performs a magic trick during a show hosted by Phi Sigma Pi Wednesday at Grise Hall to raise
money for Teach for America. JOSHUA LINDSEY/HERALD
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Opinion
COLUMN

Guess what? I’m a music nerd too
LINDSAY KRIZ

the “A Knight’s Tale” soundtrack and a when I was younger, and my father
CD player, because Steve Jobs hadn’t would blast them in the living room
given the world the iPod just yet. And as and bedroom while he cleaned. Hearwe drove back home I listened to
ing those voices all
David Bowie’s “Golden Years” on
over again was like
repeat, and I’ve been obsessed
opening a Christmas
with music ever since.
present I lost years ago
Initially I knew I liked some
in storage.
music, like “The Lord of the
From that moment
Rings” soundtrack and Aaliyah
on, my love of classic
in the secret of my room, but I
rock I didn’t know I
didn’t know what genres I should
had evolved, and I bestart exploring. Then, one day,
gan to freak out at the
my dad put a cassette tape (I’m
sound of Led Zeppelin,
old, I know) in when we were
REM, Alice in Chains,
KRIZ
on a drive, and what I can only
Stone Temple Pilots
Columnist
describe as pure God-force
and others. I have betouched my ears, also known as
come someone who
the band The Police.
uses music like a drug.
Now this wasn’t the first time I’d ever My heart races when I hear it.
heard The Police. In fact, I’d grown up
I’m the girl who’s attended REM, The
listening to them and other bands Police and Alice in Chains concerts and

OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

I remember the first time I ever got
into music. I was sitting in the car with
my stepmom, dad, sister, stepsister
and stepbrother. We were coming back
from God-knows-where in 2001, and
every one of my siblings had headphones in and was silently nodding
their heads at whatever music was
playing. Of course I didn’t dare ask to
share with any of them, because none
of them would oblige. But oh, how I
wanted to.
So finally I said out loud, “I am so
tired of not having headphones when
all of the other kids do!”
And my dad said, “We didn’t know
you wanted one.”
So we stopped at a Target in Lexington
and I purchased a pair of headphones,

Tops &
Bottoms
TOPS to
home
cooking

These are some of the songs that have
meant something to me over the years.
They’re songs I grew up with, but rediscovering them is one of the best things
that has ever happened to me. Maybe
this could be your chance to explore
something you didn’t know meant a lot
to you.

Ohio campaigning
was an experience
for all
TOPS to
Christmas
music

BOTTOMS
to not having
good Thanksgiving songs

BOTTOMS
to finals
week right
after break

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Election reaction uncalled for

Last week, President Barack
Obama won re-election over Mitt
Romney. The great thing about
our American process is the fact
that we have a peaceful transition
of power every four years. This
peaceful transition has been a
beacon for the world for over 236
years. However, this beacon could
be in jeopardy if our generation
has any say in it. When the President’s victory was confirmed,
many supporters of the President

“Rooster” - Alice in Chains
“Don’t Stand So Close to Me” - The Police
“How Many More Times” - Led Zeppelin
“Star 69” - REM
“Plush” - Stone Temple Pilots

COMMENTARY

TOPS to
Thanksgiving
break

BOTTOMS
to holiday
weight

screamed every word she knew. And
I’m the girl who never goes anywhere
without her iPod. So here are some
songs, right from my iPod, that I recommend:

flocked to the PFT courtyard to
show their excitement.
Yet during what should’ve been
a cordial event, some individuals
thought it would be a great idea
to light a mask of Mitt Romney
on fire. What does this accomplish? This country is polarized
enough by the partisan politics of
our election cycle. Now, we have
individuals who feel that it is appropriate to disrespect someone
by lighting a mask of them on fire!

What if this had been a mask of
the President, would it be okay
then? It seems to me that this
generation needs to grow up and
learn how to respectfully disagree
with someone’s views! If not, then
we are bound to become a country where peaceful disagreement
is a thing of the past!
— Dalton Workman
Cerulean senior

This 2012 presidential
election was one of the
closest races in U.S. electoral history with an unprecedented amount of
attention and money devoted to the campaigns.
WKU students participated in a national get
out the vote effort geared
toward engaging college
students in the election.
The Department of
Political Science worked
collaboratively with the
Democratic and Republican party to make all
the arrangements — hotel, transportation, logistics.
Our delegation was
assigned to Hamilton
County, home of Cincinnati, the deciding county
in Ohio. For seventy two
hours we canvassed in
the rain, cold and sleet;
answered
telephones
and rallied for our candidate.
Together we knocked
on over 5,000 doors!
All of us on the trip

were strong partisans
with deeply held political
views and convictions.
We laughed, had spirited
debates, ate together,
and worked hard for
Obama and Romney.
I was so proud of our
delegation; we represented different socioeconomic statuses, races,
genders and ideologies.
The students’ spirit of
engagement, their willingness to disagree yet
not demonize, the ability to listen and share
experiences, to see the
“human” face of those
that oppose you — that’s
what it’s all about.
More than anything
else, I hope that this is the
face of the future. And I
am so thankful that I, as
teacher and mentor, can
play a small role in shaping that future.
— Saundra Audrey
Political Science
Deprartment head
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CHH POLITICS
Student face-off: Election Education
TREY CRUMBIE

The main political parties are taking
notice as well. The Democratic Party
recently nominated and elected the
The election may be over, but its
first openly gay senator to serve in the
implications have yet to begin. This is
especially true when it comes to the U.S. Senate, Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin. Members of the Republican
demographics of voter turnParty have slowly begun conout. The 2012 election saw
templating potential candithe most diverse turnout in
dates to run for president in
the nation’s history.
2016, two of which — Bobby
According to exit polls
Jindal, governor of Louisiana
conducted by CNN, the
and Marco Rubio, senator
youth vote (those aged 18from Florida — are consid29) made up 19 percent of
the electorate. Although the
ered racial minorities.
youth vote still lags behind
America should not be bromost age demographics, it
ken down into categories
put questions to rest from
and demographics, however.
CRUMBIE
2008 regarding if the youth
Americans — and humans in
Political
vote would be able to repeat
general — are more complex
contributor
its turnout next election.
than that. In the end, a vote
The youth vote was not
or a politithe only voter demographic that had
cal ideology
changed from 2008. The minority vote
cannot be
saw a slight increase from the 2008
election, especially among Latinos p re d e t e rmined by
and Asians.
All of these election results com- one’s race
municate one unifying idea: The de- or age.
If it’s one
mographics of America are changing.
Gone are the days where an election thing that
can solely be won by depending on we should
take away
the senior or Caucasian vote.
Diverse people all across America from voter
are becoming more and more politi- turnout of
cally aware and are slowly but surely this elecit’s
making their respective voices heard. tion,
These changing voices are not limited that Amerito race and age, either. Sexual orienta- ca is changtion and sex are beginning to play a ing and we should all take notice and
embrace it.
bigger role in American politics.

OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

If you live in
Warren County,
these three
people represent
you in the federal
government.

Sen. Mitch McConnell

The Honorable Rand Paul
UUnited
nit States Senate
2208
08 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1703
Was
3G Available

The Honorable Brett Guthrie
UUnited
Un
ite States House of Representatives

3308
08 Cannon House Office Building
Was
Washington, D.C. 20515-1702

Online
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Form
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Classifieds Manager: Courtney Cook

FOR RENT
For rent: Clean three bedroom apt. near 13th
and Center. Close to Campus. $480 plus deposit.
No pets 846-2358
Subleasers Wanted. 2 br. , 1.5 bath, townhouse.
Pets allowed. $525/mo. Deposit negotiable.
Call 270-903-5038.

HELP WANTED
Part-time Law Clerk
Year round in personal injury law office.
Send resume and transcript to:
Attn: Law Clerk Position
607 E 10th Ave
Bowling Green, KY 42102
Mariah's Restaurant now hiring experienced line
cooks. Part time. Apply within M-F 2-4 p.m. 801 State
Street BG.
Servers and Kitchen help. Apply in person at 410 East
Main Street BG, KY.
BUSINESS MANAGER
For PI Attorney.
BS degree or experience
in accounting/ medicare.
Students considered.
Full benefits. Resume &
transcript to
allyson@florastuart.com

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads,
especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College
Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

28 days
until graduation
hang in there, seniors!

4:05 PM

202-224-4343

http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/
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Rep. Brett Guthrie
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For Tuesday's
crossword
solution,
visit us at
w k u

The most important thing that
we’ve learned from this election is
that the face of America is changing.
This year’s election came with an The minority vote, including Latinos,
astounding lack of options for the Black Americans and women made
American people. On one side, we up the deciding votes in this year’s
had President Obama, whose
election. Yes, that can be a
healthcare plan is still bethreatening thing if you’re
lieved to be unconstitutional
a Caucasian man, but this
by many. On the other, we
turnout of minority vothad Mitt Romney, who beers isn’t just because there
lieved in…what? It was difare more minorities. It’s
ficult to pin him down bebecause minorities are ficause he changed positions
nally becoming more visso often. Then, there were
ible in our society. They’re
the third party candidates
finally seeing the American
that we all knew wouldn’t win
Dream as their own. The
because they weren’t Repubface of America is changing
HARLAN
licans or Democrats.
because the playing field is
Political
What we should’ve learned
starting to even out. Anycontributor
from this election is that havone who is threatened by
ing
only an even playing field wouldn’t have
two choic- signed the Lily Ledbetter Act or enes doesn’t couraged Affirmative Action because
work as a
they would’ve been scared of compestrategy
for choos- tition.
The voter turnout this year just goes
ing leaders.
to
show that when people believe that
The Republican Party they’ve got a chance to become somehas moved thing better, they’re always willing to
so far to the take action to create that better world.
right and This is our chance to take back Amerthe Demo- ica and let it be the great nation that it
cratic Party once was. This is our chance to create
to the left a moment of united history, where we
that neither forget race and gender and become
party is able a nation of united success, instead of
to repre- a lobster boil where no one survives
because they’re all pulling each other
sent any large portion of our nation.
down to get to the top.

Sen. Rand Paul

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
UUnited
nit States Senate
3317
17 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1702
Was
3G Available

HILARY HARLAN
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Online
Contact
Form

http://paul.senate.gov/

202-225-3501
Online
Contact
Form

https://guthrieforms.house.gov/

If you live outside of
Warren County or
Kentucky, you can find
out how to contact
your representatives
at
www.contactingthecon
gress.org.

Across
1 Unit price word
5 Gets ready to travel
10 Game where
3-Down are used
14 Org. concerned
with privacy laws
15 Pasta product suffix
16 Aroma
17 Ticket remnant
18 Speed __
19 H-hour relative
20 Cartoon
quitting-time shout
23 Lay into
24 Group of four
27 “__ Misérables”
29 “Odds __ ...”
30 J. Geils Band record
label
31 Swaddling clothes
wearer
35 Fins wearer
38 Three-time A.L.
batting champ Tony
40 Letters before a
pen name
41 Cardiologist’s insertion
42 Bookmarked link, say
45 Soup can painter
Warhol
46 Schubert’s “The __ King”
47 Gaming cube
48 Four-song discs, briefly
50 Sound system
52 Venetian marketplace
57 Phone line difficulty
… and what literally
appears four times in
20-, 35- and 42-Across
61 Word from the flock
63 “Today” anchor Hill
64 Good listeners
65 Barber’s nape sprinkle
66 Starter course
67 Stake in a pot
68 It’s not a true story
69 “__ Dream”:
“Lohengrin” aria
70 Harbor skyline feature

Down
1 Class that requires
little effort
2 Play the role of
3 Certain pro’s selections
4 When repeated, an
enthusiastic shout
5 Table tennis tools
6 Field
7 Brush partner
8 Gearshift topper
9 “My Way” singer
10 Dramatic no-show
11 Roulette bet choice
12 Mauna __
13 Cook in oil
21 Be unwell
22 Good ones don’t go
unpunished, so they say
25 Change for the better
26 Below the belt
28 “Eek!” inducer

29 Take down a peg
31 Pitney’s partner
32 Colorful warning, often
33 Evangelical hot spot
34 Señora Perón
36 Hawaiian strings
37 “Make __ good one!”
39 Put two and two
together
43 Bishop’s jurisdiction
44 Goes viral, say
49 [Not my typo]

51 Italian alternative
53 Mr. T’s group
54 Jungle vine
55 Basis of civil lawsuits
56 First sign
58 Like much family
history
59 Lofgren of the E
Street Band
60 March Madness org.
61 Brief bread source?
62 Possibly will

@Sclarkie2491 — Guess I'll double up Saturday
night on things I regret to make up for Friday
night #WKU #Hilligans — sent 11/14
@emuhhllee — Is there really anything more
awkward in life than Cherry Hall's bathrooms?
#WKU — sent 11/14
@gracehuddleston — Did I really just get an
email from WKU about a bartending course
and certification.. Ohcray — sent 11/14
@UnluckyTopper — The WKU basketball team
won last night. Everyone on campus is complaining about UK losing. — sent 11/14

c o m
wkuherald.com

@Joey_Gorman — WKU win and a UK loss is
the definition of a perfect night in my book. —
sent 11/13
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Counseling and Testing Center
opens food pantry
KAYLA SWANSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Planetarium coordinator, Ronn Kistler, poses for a portrait after his presentation of Planet
Quest at Hardin Planetarium Nov. 13. SETH FISCHER/HERALD

Planet Quest reveals
potential life on other planets
MARY ANNE ANDREWS
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

A small group of students gathered
in Hardin Planetarium Tuesday night
for “Planet Quest” to learn about the
hunt for other earth-like planets in the
galaxy.
Planetarium coordinator Ronn Kistler gave the presentation that included a look at many of the planets that
have been discovered in recent years.
These discoveries are thanks to images made by NASA’s Kepler Space
Telescope. NASA announced Wednesday that Kepler was beginning its extended mission after discovering more
than 100 confirmed planets during its
three-and-a-half-year primary mission.
Through a link on NASA’s website,
anyone can become a “planet hunter,”
look at Kepler data, and help search for
other worlds.
“When we ask, ‘Are there other planets in the universe?’ implicit in this
question is, ‘Is there another earth?’”
Kistler said.
He said six earth-like planets with
the potential for life have been discovered so far. The presentation gives an
interactive look at the size and scope
of planet hunting.
According to Kistler, the discovery of

new planets is just beginning. He said
it’s only a drop in the bucket.
“If earth were the size of a quarter, all
the planets found so far would fit inside Bowling Green,” he said.
Kistler compared finding other planets to seeing fireflies against the sun.
The coordinator said because planets
orbit around stars, they are almost undetectable because of their star’s overpowering light. But through a mixture
of science and technology, a Swiss
team discovered the first planet outside our solar system in 1995.
Kistler tried to make the presentation easy to understand, even for those
who haven’t had a science class in a
while. He compared earth to a match
point, the sun to a yoga ball and the atmosphere to a winter coat.
Bowling Green senior Ashlie Glenn
attended the presentation for class,
but said she learned a lot.
“I thought there were just the (planets) in our solar system,” she said.
Glenn said based on the information
she heard, she thinks there is probably
life on other planets.
“If there’s life on our planet, why
wouldn’t there be on others?” she said.
“Planet Quest” will be held at the
planetarium Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.
through Nov. 20.

SPORTS BRIEF: CHEBET RUNNING
FOR NCAA TITLE
Senior Joseph Chebet will run his
last cross country race as a Topper Saturday in Louisville for the 2012 NCAA
Cross Country Championships.
This will be Chebet’s third trip to
Louisville this season, and the success
he found in his first two appearances
bode well for more success at Nationals.
The NCAA Men’s Division I Track and
Field Committee selected Chebet as
one of 38 individual at-large qualifiers
for the contest, to be ran at E.P. "Tom"
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-Jonah Phillips
WKU Herald

INCLUDES

1 MEDIUM 1-TOPPING PIZZA
5 BREADSTICKS WITH MARINARA
10 CINNAMON STICKS WITH ICING
WE ACCEPT BIG RED DOLLARS!

hope would be that they
would be able to connect to some community resources. There’s
several food pantries in
town, several organizations that offer extended
help.”
The food pantry is currently run out of a closet
in the center, but Arnold
said she hopes a larger
space can be found
so more food can be
stored, including fresh
vegetables and other
perishable goods.
“There are so many
things that can be done
with this food pantry
to benefit the campus
community, and I hope
to see it continue to
grow over the months
and years,” she said.
Louisville sophomore
Jamie Daniels attended
the food pantry after
seeing a picture of it on
the photo sharing site
Instagram.
“I don’t have a meal
plan, and I’m currently
unemployed, so I knew
I could get something,”
Daniels said.
Daniels said she hopes
the food pantry will
help others focus more
on school and less on
working to get money
for food.
“It shows WKU cares,”
she said.

Junior forward Kene Anyigbo reaches for a rebound ball Tuesday night during the game
against Austin Peay. WKU won 74-54 against Austin Peay at E.A. Diddle Arena.

Sawyer Park.
The familiar terrain will come in
handy for Chebet, who has already
placed first and tenth there this season.
Chebet is the second Topper in three
seasons to qualify for the Championships. Shadrack Kipchirchir accomplished the feat in 2010 and wound up
earning All-American honors with a
27th-place finish.

$10 DINNER BOX

The Counseling and
Testing Center is looking to not only provide
psychological help to
students, faculty and
staff, but physical help
as well.
Director Brian Van
Brunt and Centertown
alumna Sarah Arnold
began
conversations
last year about ways
they could help the
WKU community beyond talking with them.
“One of the challenges in the psychological
field is we do a lot of
face-to-face work, but
there’s also a lot of need
for social work, in terms
of, like, helping people
outside of just talking to
them,” Van Brunt said.
“The talking helps, but
we were running into
students who were having more financial concerns.”
Van Brunt said noticing students with needs
outside of therapy motivated the food pantry on
campus.
Arnold runs “Food
Abides,” which is open
Mondays and Tuesdays
from 4-6 p.m. in Potter Hall Room 409 to all
WKU students, staff and
faculty.

“The Counseling and
Testing Center as well
as other organizations
on campus have tried
over the years to help
students in need, but we
felt as though it was time
to open a food pantry,”
Arnold said in an email.
The food pantry has
received donations from
Greek
organizations,
faculty and staff and
$1,500 from the Parents
Council, VanBrunt said.
In the past two
months, Van Brunt said
400 to 500 items have
been collected.
Participants will fill
out a form stating their
needs and foods they
like and dislike and then
fill a bag of food with
enough for three meals
a day for five days. Students with meal plans
aren’t automatically disqualified, Arnold said.
Van Brunt said the
food bank is to be used
for short-term and
emergency needs, and
she wants people to
use it no more than six
times, but the bank will
be flexible.
“We want students
to use it, but we also
don’t want to have students who have access
to other means to take
advantage,” he said. “If
there’s a larger need, our

Toppers emphasize rebounding
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

When the shots weren’t falling for
the Toppers on Tuesday against Austin Peay, their nose for the basketball
is what kept them in the game.
After a 13-point first half lead turned
into a 33-33 tie at halftime, WKU (1-1)
stormed out and controlled the basketball in the second half.
The Toppers scored the first six
points of the half and ripped off an
18-1 run with 12 minutes to go as they
rolled to a 74-54 win, their first of the
year.
Those runs wouldn’t have been possible without a significant presence in
the post, though — WKU won the rebounding battle 22-13 over the Governors in the second half and had a
total of 45 rebounds for the game.
Sophomore forward George Fant
was the biggest post presence. He recorded at team-high 14 rebounds to
go with 15 points.
Fant said the Toppers go into every
game with the intent to pull in more
rebounds than their opponent.
“We challenge each other to beat the
other team in rebounding, and that’s
what we’ve been doing,” he said. “It’s
working for us.”
Coach Ray Harper said Tuesday’s
game should be a sign of things to
come from Fant.
“You look at his stat sheet — 15
points, 14 rebounds, four blocks —
maybe I expect too much, but I know
he can do more,” Harper said. “I’m
going to keep pushing him each night
out.”
Fant benefitted from the play of senior center Teeng Akol. The nontra-

ditional center plays around the perimeter at times, which gives Fant an
opportunity to get the majority of the
rebounds under the basket.
Fant said the way Akol works outside of where a traditional center usually plays makes his job a lot easier.
“He thinks he’s a guard,” Fant said of
the center.
Akol, who pulled in six rebounds
and scored 14 points on Tuesday, said
he thinks rebounding can be one of
WKU’s biggest strengths this season.
“We can be a great rebounding
team,” he said. “We’ve got to commit
to it, come to practice, and work on it
every day.”
Many of Akol’s 14 points were midrange jumpers, some even coming
from around the three-point line.
Harper said he wants to see the
center asserting himself in the paint
more.
“He’s extremely skilled down there,”
Harper said. “As the season goes on,
the more that we can get him in the
post, the better basketball team we
will be.”
WKU will face another smaller lineup in their next game when they take
on Western Carolina at home on Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
WCU (1-1) doesn’t have a player
over 6-foot-8, which bodes well for
the Toppers’ post hopes. However, the
school returns four starters from last
year’s team, which went 17-18.
Harper said he expected the Catamounts to challenge his team if they
don’t improve in practice this week.
“It will be another tough contest,”
Harper said on Tuesday. “We’ve got to
make some improvements. Hopefully
we can do that over the course of the
next three days.”

PROUD DORITOS
TO SUPPORT

WKU

LOCOS
TACOS
LIVE MÁS

1802 Russellville Rd.
2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass
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SPORTS BRIEF: FORMER WKU
COACH ARNOLD DIES

BOWL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
But it may take more than just winning
their last two games, against Louisiana-Lafayette and North Texas, for the Toppers to
secure a bowl bid.
Bowl participants are chosen by selection
committees for specific bowl games. Certain games are contractually obligated to
select teams from certain conferences.
The Sun Belt has two such games, the New
Orleans Bowl and the GoDaddy.com Bowl,
that are required to take teams from the
conference.
Several other games, though, could pick
Sun Belt teams if they can’t find eligible
teams from the conferences they are contractually obligated to choose from.
For example, the Little Caesar’s Pizza
Bowl, a game that several college football
analysts have projected the Toppers to play,
is required to choose from teams from the
Big 10 and Mid-American Conference —
unless there are no eligible teams in those
leagues, in which case a team from the Sun
Belt can be chosen instead.
Bowls often try to select teams that will
potentially bring in the most profit through
ticket sales.
Right now, 56 teams have clinched eligibility for the 70 available bowl spots. However, an additional 31 teams are still in the
hunt to become bowl eligible.
The only factor the Toppers can control is
the outcome of their final two games. That’s
why senior punter Hendrix Brakefield said
finishing the season strong is the team’s
only concern.
“We can’t focus on anything else because
nothing’s guaranteed,” he said. “We know
that from last year. Last year, seven wins
wasn’t enough. This year, we can win out
and get eight, so we need to focus on each
game.”

Former WKU men’s basketball coach Murray Arnold died
Tuesday night in DeLand, Fla.
He was 74.
Arnold had a coaching career
that spanned 43 years, including a four-year stint as head
coach of the Toppers (19861990).
Arnold went 71-54 at WKU,
including a 29-9 finish and Sun
Belt Conference regular season title during his first year of
1986-1987.
Those Toppers beat West Virginia in the first round of the
NCAA Tournament before losing to eventual national runner-

MUST-WIN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

before giving up the winning
score to the Gators on a blocked
punt with two seconds left in
the game.
Senior quarterback Kawaun
Jakes said that kind of performance against SEC competition tells you all you need to
know about ULL.
“You have to be pretty good
if you’re going to go to the last
minute with Florida,” Jakes
said.
The Ragin’ Cajuns are led on
offense by quarterback Terrance Broadway, a dual-threat
passer who can make plays
with his feet as well.
Broadway has thrown for

up Syracuse in the next round.
Arnold’s teams didn’t find as
much success in his final three
years at WKU, going 42-45.
The University Park, Md., native’s last coaching job was at
Stetson, where he went 42-47
from 1997-2000.
His resume included a six
-year stint as head coach at Tennessee-Chattanooga, a year as
an assistant with the NBA’s Chicago Bulls and a JUCO national
championship as head coach at
Okaloosa-Walton Community
College in 1994-1995.
- Herald Staff
1,795 yards and 12 touchdowns
this year while adding 328 yards
and five scores on the ground.
They also field one of the top
wide receivers in the conference
in Harry Peoples, who averages
58 yards per game through the
air.
Peoples provided the Toppers
some bulletin board material
when he said ULL’s comeback
performance after the loss to
Florida would be “horrible for
Western Kentucky.”
Taggart said he doesn't pay too
much attention to the trash talk
but that his team will be ready to
meet Peoples’ challenge.
“Western Kentucky is hungry,
and Western Kentucky University is ready to go see how horrible it’s going to be,” Taggart
said.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Toppers meet NKU for home opener
ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU will play its second in-state foe Saturday
when it hosts Northern
Kentucky during the 30th
annual BB&T Classic at
5:30 p.m. in Diddle Arena.
The Lady Toppers will
be looking to improve off
their impressive road win
last week at Murray State.
Northern Kentucky will
come in to the game 0-2
after losses to Cincinnati

and Miami (Ohio).
Coach Michelle ClarkHeard said the team will
waste no time setting the
tone against the Norse.
“Our goal is to get out of
the gates running, put that
pressure defense on, take
care of ourselves and get
better,” Heard said. “I think
they shoot the three very
well. They have some post
kids with some size. With
our size issues, sometimes
that can cause problems in
different ways.”

Heard specifically pointed out NKU’s junior guard
Kayla Thacker, who posted a career-high 16 points
against Miami.
“She’s a very aggressive
player that basically just
loves to put the ball in the
hole,” Heard said. “She
loves to drive to get to the
basket. She can shoot it.”
The Lady Toppers will
have freshman guard LeAsia Wright return to the
active roster after dealing with a thumb injury.

Heard said her playing
time may be limited, but
her presence will provide
a spark defensively.
“I don’t know conditioning-wise and how much
she’ll play, but she practiced some (Wednesday),”
Heard said. “It was really
exciting, because she gave
us a burst of energy on defense. I’m looking forward
to her getting out there on
the floor Saturday and everybody getting a chance
to see her.”
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Ragin' Cajuns
to watch
Terrance Broadway
No. 8, Quarterback,
6-foot-2, 205 pounds
• Came off the bench to take
over the job after starter
Blaine Gautier was hurt
earlier in the season.
• Has thrown for 12 touchdown passes this year and
ran for five more.
• Was ranked the nation’s
fifth-best dual threat quarterback by Rivals.com coming out of high school.

Harry Peoples

No. 9, Wide Receiver,
5-foot-10, 180 pounds
• Leads the Ragin’ Cajuns
this year in both receptions and receiving touchdowns.
• Had 10 catches last week
in a 27-20 loss at No. 7
Florida.
• When asked how the
team was feeling after the
Florida loss, said “Next
week, it’s gonna be horrible for Western Kentucky.”

Jemarlous Moten
No. 2, Cornerback,
5-foot-11, 175 pounds
• Is second on the team
with three interceptions
and third with 42 tackles.
• Was selected to Phil
Steele’s Midseason First
Team All-Sun Belt Conference team.
• Returned a fumble 56
yards for a touchdown in a
37-24 win over Troy.

Brett Baer
No. 40, Punter/Kicker,
5-foot-11, 182 pounds
• Has made 15 of 18 field
goals and 33 of 35 extra
points this season.
• Is 40-of-45 kicking field
goals in his career, one of
the best kicking percentages in NCAA history.
• Kicked a 50-yard field goal
last year as time expired to
win the New Orleans Bowl.
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Sports
FOOTBALL

WKU bowl
prospects still
uncertain

'The most
important one'

LUCAS AULBACH

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU’s bowl hopes, a sure conversation topic around the Hill in coming
weeks, will be determined off the field
as much as they will be on the field as
the season draws to a close.
The Toppers (6-4, 3-3 Sun Belt Conference) have two games left against
league competition to prove to bowl
representatives they deserve a shot at
the postseason.
Earning a bowl berth is bigger than
wins and losses, though, and the Toppers know this — despite finishing
7-5 last season, WKU was one of two
bowl-eligible schools excluded from
participation in any of the 35 FBS
bowl games.
Topper players and coaches have
talked this year of using that bowl
snub as motivation.
Junior running back Antonio Andrews said the team is even more motivated to get to a bowl for the WKU
seniors, who have seen the program
rise from the bottom of the Sun Belt
to bowl eligibility.
“Our biggest goal is to get a bowl
game — what better way than to
send these seniors out who were
here through all those trials and that
(2009) 0-12 season?” he said.
SEE BOWL PAGE 7

WKU Bowl
Projections
Jerry Palm, CBS Sports
Northern Illinois vs. WKU
Little Caesars Bowl
Dec. 26, Detroit
Mark Schlabach, ESPN
No Bowl
Brad Edwards, ESPN
Bowling Green vs. WKU
Military Bowl
Dec. 27, Washington
College Football News
No Bowl
Bill Bender, Sporting News
No Bowl
Phil Steele
Kent State vs. WKU
Little Caesars Bowl
Dec. 26, Detroit
Stewart Mandel, Sports Illustrated
Ball State vs. WKU
Heart of Dallas Bowl
Jan. 1, Dallas
Dave Miller, National Football Post
Toledo vs. WKU
Little Caesars Bowl
Dec. 26, Detroit

WKU’s defense surrounds Florida Atlantic running back Travis Jones during WKU's 37-28 loss to FAU last Saturday. The Toppers take on
Louisiana-Lafayette Saturday (6 p.m., ESPN3). DANNY GUY/HERALD

WKU hits the road for must-win game
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Riding a two-game losing streak that has taken them from conference title contention to
just hoping for a bowl bid, coach Willie Taggart
preached to the Toppers this week about going
back in their “cocoon” and ignoring any outside
criticism.
They can’t block out reality, though. With two
games left in the season, senior safety Kareem
Peterson acknowledged how important a win
this weekend would be to WKU’s bowl hopes.
“This Saturday is the most important one,” he
said. “We’ve got to knock these ones out in order
to get a bowl.”
The Toppers have focused all week on getting
back to their early-season winning form after
dropping last weekend’s game against Florida
Atlantic, and a win this weekend would help the
Toppers get back on track.
Two consecutive conference losses haven’t
been good for WKU’s morale coming down
the stretch, but Taggart said the Toppers aren’t
ready to give up yet.
“It’s not the end of the world,” he said. “We put
ourselves in a position where we’ve still got a
chance to do something special.
“We’ve still got a lot to play for, and there’s no

need to panic and no need to feel down.”
WKU (6-4, 3-3 Sun Belt Conference) has its
first shot to get back to its winning ways Saturday (6 p.m., ESPN3) on the road against Louisiana-Lafayette.
Most teams don’t look at playing on the road
as an advantage, but the Toppers are embracing it this week. WKU has compiled a 4-1 record
away from home this season but has gone just
2-3 at Smith Stadium.
That strong road record extends back beyond
this year — WKU has won seven consecutive
Sun Belt road games, a streak dating to the beginning of last season.
Senior defensive tackle Jamarcus Allen said
the Toppers relish playing in front of away
crowds and need to take advantage of their final
opportunity on the road.
“I guess the pressure of playing at home gets
to us sometimes,” he said. “We’ve won seven
straight games on the road, so we’re looking at
making it No. 8 this weekend.”
The Ragin’ Cajuns are fighting for their bowl
lives as well. ULL (5-4, 3-2 SBC) needs one win
to reach the six-win bowl-eligibility threshold
and is fighting with WKU and two other schools
for fourth place in the Sun Belt standings.
Any doubters of the Ragin’ Cajuns should look
at last week as an example of their potential
SEE MUST-WIN PAGE 7

VOLLEYBALL

WKU advances in Sun Belt Tournament
Lady Toppers sweep FIU

ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU carried over its regular season
confidence into the first round of the
Sun Belt Conference tournament as it
defeated Florida International Thursday in Diddle Arena 3-0 (25-12, 25-12,
25-19).
“We were really locked in tonight,”
coach Travis Hudson said. “That’s
something I’ve been worried about this
week.
“I think it’s been hard on our kids because I don’t think they felt like this is
the conference tournament because
we didn’t travel. We certainly had a
good look about us tonight.”
WKU opened the match with a 4-0
lead early in the first set. The Lady Toppers ended the frame on a 6-0 run to
win 25-12.
WKU shared the wealth offensively as
Heather Boyan, Jordyn Skinner, Noelle
Langenkamp and Haley Bodway each
earned four kills in the first set.
FIU entered the second set with
challenging energy for WKU, tying the
game at five apiece early in the set. But
the Lady Toppers pieced together an
impressive 8-1 run to take control of

the second set. WKU ended the set on a
10-2 run to take a 2-0 match lead at intermission after a 25-12 second frame
win.
Junior setter Melanie Stutsman
tossed up 31 assists in the first half
while recording nine digs. The Lady
Topper defense held the Panther attack
to a negative hitting percentage in the
second set, while WKU averaged a .374
percentage in the half.
The Panthers fired out of the gates
after halftime by setting up a 4-0 run
early in the third set to lead WKU 6-3.
Back-to-back kills from Langenkamp
tied the score at eight, and a Skinner kill
gave the Lady Toppers the lead 9-8.
Following an FIU timeout, three
straight kills from the Lady Toppers set
the tone for what would be another
sweep in Diddle, as WKU took the third
and final set 25-19.
Stutsman finished the evening with a
double-double after tossing up 46 assists and posting 12 digs.
Boyan and Langenkamp led the team
with 13 kills apiece.
“I thought we served the ball really
well, and that translated to blocking,”
Langenkamp said. “I thought we were
on point for the entire game.”

Junior setter Melanie Stutsman celebrates with teammate Haley Bodway after scoring a point against Florida International during the opening round of the Sun Belt
Tournament. The Toppers are the No. 1 seed in the tournament, which continues
through the weekend at Diddle Arena. IAN MAULE/HERALD

WKU will play in round two of the
tournament Friday at 6:30 p.m. The
Lady Toppers will play the winner of

the match between Arkansas State and
Arkansas-Little Rock, which ended after the Herald’s press deadline.

